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for over two decades. During this time, she
also served as director for Hot Springs Lead-
ership Adult Classes until her retirement in
2020 and as Vice President of Retirement and
Relocation.

Born June 28, 1932, in Kansas, Ms. Patrick
later made Arkansas home with her husband,
Gene Patrick. Together, they had two daugh-
ters, three grandchildren, and several nieces
and nephews. As a member of Piney Grove
United Methodist Church and an avid water-
skier until the age of 86, Ms. Patrick was
known to be an active woman. Referred to by
her friends and colleagues as a “wonderful
soul and a true ambassador for Hot Springs,”
Ms. Patrick shines as a true example of joyful
service.

| take this time today to honor the life of
service exemplified by Ms. Millie Patrick. |
thank her and her family for their dedication to
our fellow citizens and our beloved Fourth Dis-
trict.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TOM COLE

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 1, 2021
Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, had | been

present, | would have voted NAY on Roll Call
No. 45.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF GERRY
ECKENRODE

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 1, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to congratulate Delone Catholic High
School Squirettes basketball coach Gerry
Eckenrode on his 500th victory as head
coach.

Coach Eckenrode began his tenure with
Delone’s girls’ basketball team as head coach
during the 1999-2000 season. Under his lead-
ership, Delone Catholic has won four state
championships, four district championships,
and 14 division titles. His teams have ex-
celled, winning at least 18 games per season.
Coach Eckenrode has coached five of the
school’s 1,000-point scorers. Additionally, he
has a robust legacy of mentoring new coach-
es.

Congratulations to Coach Gerry Eckenrode
and the entire Delone Catholic girls’ basketball
community on this remarkable achievement.
As he continues to lead the Delone Catholic
Squirettes, | wish Coach Eckenrode and his
team all the best.

———

PEACE CORPS REAUTHORIZATION
ACT

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 1, 2021

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | am
very pleased to reintroduce the “Peace Corps

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Reauthorization Act” on today, the 60th anni-
versary of the Peace Corps’ founding and the
start of National Peace Corps Week. | want to
thank my fellow Congressional Peace Corps
Caucus co-chair Representative GRAVES (R-—
LA), as well as Representatives MENG (D-
NY), RADEWAGEN (R—AS), PHILLIPS (D-MN),
CASE (D-HlI), and SIRES (D-NJ), for their sup-
port as original cosponsors.

Like successive generations of young Amer-
icans, my wife Patti and | answered President
John F. Kennedy’s call and served in the
Peace Corps in Ethiopia from 1966 to 1968.
This foundational experience inspired our life-
time of service that continued into California
state government, the Clinton Administration,
and now the United States Congress.

Since the establishment of the Peace Corps
in 1961, more than 230,000 American volun-
teers have served in some 141 countries
around the world. Due to the ongoing global
COVID-19 pandemic, the Peace Corps was
forced to recall all volunteers serving in 65
countries in March 2020. Now more than ever,
Congress must support the Peace Corps’ mis-
sion and realize President Kennedy’s vision of
generations of young Americans, ready to
serve their nation and make the world a better
place.

Our “Peace Corps Reauthorization Act”
would do just that by providing additional fed-
eral resources to better support current and
returned volunteers. This bipartisan bill would
also provide the funding necessary to redeploy
Peace Corps volunteers once it is safe to do
so after the COVID-19 pandemic subsides,
with the goal of finally reaching 10,000 volun-
teers serving annually around the world.

This bipartisan bill builds upon the Sam Farr
and Nick Castle Peace Corps Reform Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-256) and the Kate
Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer Protection Act
of 2011 (Public Law 112-57) sponsored by
former Congressman Ted Poe (R-TX). The
bill also builds upon legislation sponsored by
former Congressman Sam Farr (D-CA), who
served in the Peace Corps in Colombia from
1964 to 1966.

As co-chair of the Congressional Peace
Corps Caucus, | continue working in support
of the Peace Corps’ mission, its volunteers,
and the indelible impact their service has on
the lives of needy people the world over. Con-
gress last reauthorized the Peace Corps in
1999 (Public Law 106-30), expiring at the end
of fiscal year 2003. So, my bipartisan “Peace
Corps Reauthorization Act” is long overdue.

Madam Speaker, | look forward to working
with the new Foreign Affairs Committee Chair-
man GREGORY W. MEekS (D-NY) and Rank-
ing Member MICHAEL McCAUL (R-TX) to pass
the “Peace Corps Reauthorization Act” this
Congress. | encourage all members of the
House to cosponsor this bipartisan bill.

HONORING WILEY RICKMAN WHITE
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 1, 2021

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Mr. Wiley
Rickman White. Mr. White was born January
14, 1931 in Mounds, Oklahoma. He was the
ninth born of 10 children to the union of
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Norecker Harrell and Frank Joseph White. Mr.
White grew up in a Christian family where
Christian values were instilled and reinforced
by his parents and their Church.

He attended public schools in Mounds and
graduated from Wheatly High School where
he played football.

Mr. White was an exceptional athlete at his
High School and as a result of his abilities, he
earned a football scholarship to attend Jack-
son State University in Mississippi where he
displayed his talent on the field as a member
of the JSU Tigers football team for four years
as an undergraduate. Later, Mr. White was
honored by his Alma Mater by being inducted
in the Sports Hall of Fame wherein he was the
35th athlete to be inducted into the Hall of
Fame in the University’s 103-year existence.
As an honoree Mr. White was presented a
plaque and a medal.

Mr. White was also a very good student
where he maintained a 3.5 grade average and
was a Charter Member of The Delta Delta
Chapter, Kappa Alpha Psi, Fraternity, Inc. Mr.
White completed college and earned a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree even while his studies
were temporarily interrupted to serve his time
in the U.S. Military where he moved up in the
ranks as Sergeant in the U.S. Army serving in
the Korean War. He earned an Honorable Dis-
charge in 1960.

Jackson State University is where Mr. White
met the love of his life, Miriam H. Webb. The
two married on December 22, 1951 and wel-
comed two children into the family during the
mid-sixties. After finishing college and fulfilling
his service obligation the two moved to Los
Angeles, California in 1955. There, Mr. White
worked at Markham Jr. High School as a
physical education instructor. Because of his
love for sports and athleticism, Mr. White
began officiating high school basketball sport-
ing events. He was later recognized by the
IAABO (International Association of Approved
Basketball Officials) as the first negro ever
elected Secretary Treasurer of the organiza-
tion. The IAABO is the largest organization of
its kind in the world where they have jurisdic-
tion over all high schools, semipro, and small
college basketball officials. Mr. White also
taught and coached football at Jordan High
School in Los Angeles.

Education was very important to Mr. White
and he enrolled in The University of Southern
California (USC) where he received a master’s
degree in business administration. Mr. White
then expanded his career in teaching and
worked as an educator/administrator in the
Los Angeles Unified School District for 30 plus
years and held positions as a classroom
teacher, assistant counselor, assistant reg-
istrar, coach, youth service director, student
body advisor, and vice principal mainly at the
high school level until he officially retired in
1992.

From 1968 through 1969 Wiley and his
beautiful wife Miriam, built their dream home
in Baldwin Hills, CA and moved their family
into the home where they raised their children.
The home was the site for many family par-
ties, gatherings, holiday dinners, reunions, re-
hearsals, and meetings where he hosted nu-
merous Jackson State University Alumni meet-
ings and served as the Alumni’s President for
the Los Angeles Chapter.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the late Mr. Wiley Rickman
White.
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